Herbivore impact assessment - field sheet


	Box 1: Woodland structure class

	Stop
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	Most common structure class

	Structure class number
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Box 2: Current herbivore Impact

	Browsing Indicator
	Very high
	High
	Medium
	Low
	Absent
	Not applicable

	Basal shoots
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Epicormic/lower shoots
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bark stripping
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seedlings/Saplings
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Preferentially browsed species 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sward
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ground disturbance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Most common impact

	Total for each impact level    
	
	
	
	
	
	
	






























































































































































































































Notes:





Date:











Complete this field sheet for each key habitat type in your wood. At 10 stops within the habitat:


Estimate the structure class number (from 1-10) and enter it in Box 1: Woodland Structure Class. In the right hand column, enter the most common structure class across the whole habitat type.


Rate the current herbivore impact on a scale between absent and very high for each of the seven browsing indicators listed in the left hand column of Box 2: Current Herbivore Impact. Enter the number of the stop in the appropriate cell of the box. Add up the total number of records for each impact level, and, in the bottom right hand box, decide on the most common impact level.











Surveyor’s name: 





Habitat type:





Woodland name:











